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LETTER  IV

July i6tk, 1786.

TO-DAY I was three hours alone with the
Duke, after rising from dinner. The conversation
was animated, frank, and almost confidential : it
confirmed me in most of the opinions I gave in
my last letter (Number III.), but it has inspired
me with much fear, concerning the situation of
Prussia after the death of the King. The
successor seems to have every symptom of the
most incurable weakness: the most corrupt among
the persons by whom he is surrounded, of whom
the gloomy and visionary Bishopswerder may be
ranked as first, daily increase in power. There
is a coolnfess said to prevail between the Heir
Apparent and his uncles. The coadjutorship of
the order of St. John, bestowed with great
solemnity on Prince Henry, the eldest son of
Prince Ferdinand, which deprives the successor
of more than fifty thousand crowns per annum, is
the most recent cause of this coolness. It should
seem that there have been very powerful intriguesat the coach window, for the space of
